TS ST (LIGO-India) TRASHT T Yf¥ oI 3R
AT SF$AT (LIGO-India) TREISHT W@ FrATad &7 IguTe

AIM-3f$AT (LIGO-India) HRH TRHR & YAV Jull [aHTT 3R faFH ud menfiet
fQURT & TT-TEY Haifcad & dgd aauivd T URdeH §, e 35
3AR®T & Bierpif-ar Mefiien! TRIM (@ecd) R Td Hargiey U] T
(@RS FRUT TSN TRANTRITE & qediT o HRd H ATl U=l BT HH07 BT
& | I8 TR P faT BTSSR, SR 3R YT TRATY Sell [aHRT Td faqe
IR WR! fUTT, HRA & T TR JHAT JU9 & 3faiid & | IR Ugd
R ST T XA W UGB! % (HRIARDC), ISR, WIoHT ST TR
(STSUSR), 3EHeETE, MR-yl T ma fogm wd @ ma ifde! &s
(STSYRTTY), Yo T Fofur, Va1 ud Tuar ey Rexney, gag qur R Rid
AN YN, SS-3fST & IHR &R & fou AdH &9 &R ] &
ATSN-SFST 4 fotlt e T I SIARMT THardyul ai f$eadex § o YR |
YT foaT ST 3R [Eh YUl AT fSeaeR] & SIaRIP Aedeh BT U ol |

YRA PR A 6 AU, 2023 B! 37 GRS HI Rl <, o od Wigd arTd
2600 FAS ITY g1 WA Foif fauET @&eg) AR foge @ wanfet
(ST A uREGIeT arTd | aRTeR fowa fean | ufkaie T &t e@afd 7 9y § iR 39
30 3Ud, 2030 TP GRT 8H B IFE & | TRHTY[ SHoll [GHRT & Uil foaq TR
& ded, AFHIg GUHEATST 9 11 7%, 2023 & R Y ¥ T &1 IgUed 3R
IMYRTAAT T A Rfdd f@aeRedl R dagH Red & Sfeddr iR
AUl UhTd BT S/d gU, ATSTI-S1SaT U=l o e fyfdd sfasReT & i
IR dogH Rew & fFmfor gg FHide e & suh Fider & w0 8 I8 &t 751
Y U9 U8 & 3 Ihadiydad e T ey W fohar| SURt s Aay
AR TS gall I fai® 05 A, 2026 &1 UaH foar |

Y AT &1 Yl Io THRIE ferid 23 30, 2026 &1 9™ Ud US & §RI
TERIY & el fora & offen YT T5e R @@ 10:30 ¥ QU 1:30 I qH)
3TN foa T | THRIE & G SHfafd TRATY] Sl [GUFT (SIUs) & Fied 3R
TRATY] Sl AN & e ST, 3Hoid AR Aled! A1 I HRIHH H A-S(S2T
UREISHT & TR SR Bt 3R F 4t . HTurE, Rewe-FRawuf, i dt. §. 4,
RIS AT WId Ueifie! &g, S aue TR, Fexe-wedr sae™
URIT 3R MR e, Ree-sim-fayfeaeaa ma fagm wd @ ie wifdet
&% IUrRd Y| el & wader ot VEd T (ASUL) SR et & Tt
8. ey g off wrfern & e gu) A vd €S & &t 3R A 4Rt oA ot W,
IRy sSR! Iuree (MR Soi-aieT ud fafafon, wadl. IHewr 19, Iuree
3R T3 INY SHABRT Iufyd A




HRGH B! YAIUd B gY, WHIY] Sl [GHRT & Frad = $al for g8 g
fomfor Teeh Al SR U fbT S arel Fafd & TR & fore™ @ Ty B
IR Hel fh A AR TS Tl & U 9 A T Al B 3R ey &
fuifa T I & iR R FRA B mar iR fARvgar g1 I Fe b
ARMN-EfSar YR Reft WR Ues fa=mat faqe ufkaiern gt ofR a8 orTelt digt &
JHE @I [T & &7 | M 3 & e URa &l I=iA Fel I agi-afgan
QYT b 1Y el Ueh Heaqul A g & U H AP 3R SRR A
R T UgIH S| I M el 6 am sfear okft qava o
gfgieHTe & fou Wenfie! & 93 SHiel 9@ o ST avg® 7, o Mg
SVART @1} A BT §1 I8 39 HeyUl Suaisd & forg aRaiern & o1
YIS < 3R IR & Tl Yo R 8 & T THEH™A |

ARN-SSAT RIS WA & RIAIN TURIE & S, Jfed WA SHell [qurT
(SIUZ) UG 3{eHef GRHTY] Sroll AT ST, folid $HR gl A ATs-siedm RIS
& U GRIMI & (el 4 &, agamE, Fewe-FAahui, ftdt. .y, Rdwe-
TSI AT W Wit dg, ST a1o™ e, o< -WieHT Sau SR 3R
WMHR diee, Fewe-sid-fayfagea wma fogm wd @ e vifde! ds &t
SURT T AT URASHT RIA ST $T SNUAiRe Igure fal| HRiwd &1
U AT URATSHT R/ SraTad o ol Ui § T el gRT O e
& 1Y g3l
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LIGO-India Project Ground Breaking &
Inauguration of LIGO-India Project Site Office

LIGO-India is a project funded under the Mega-Science Consortium of Department of
Atomic Energy and Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, for
the construction of LIGO Observatory in India, in collaboration with LIGO Laboratory,
California Institute of Technology (Caltech) & Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), USA, under an memorandum of understanding signed between National Science
Foundation, USA, Department of Atomic Energy & Department of Science &
Technology, India. The four lead institutes i.e. Raja Ramanna Centre for Advanced
Technology (RRCAT), Indore, Institute for Plasma Research (IPR), Ahmedabad,
Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune & Directorate
of Construction, Services & Estate Management, Mumbai and the LIGO Laboratory,
USA are working together in realizing LIGO-India, a 4 km arm length Advanced
Interferometric Gravitational Wave Detector in India as one node of the international
network of gravitational wave detectors.

The Government of India gave its approval for the project on April 6, 2023 with a total
sanctioned Project cost of Rs 2600 Cr. with the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
and Department of Science and Technology (DST) contributing equal share to the project
cost. The project duration is 7 years with the completion date as April 30, 2030. The site
inauguration and laying of the foundation stone was done remotely by PM on May 11,
2023 as part of the Technology Day celebrations of DAE. Given the complexity and
challenging nature of the civil infrastructure & vacuum system required, the tender for
the construction of the Civil Infrastructure and fabrication of the Vacuum system for the
LIGO-India Observatory was issued as a single EPC tender. M/s L&T had successfully
bid and won the contract. The EPC contract was placed on M/s L&T on March 5, 2026.

The ground breaking ceremony for the Project was arranged by L&T on April 23, 2026
(10:30 to 1:30) at the site, in Aundha, Hingoli District of Maharashtra. The Chief Guest
at the ceremony was Dr. A. K. Mohanty, Secretary, DAE & Chairman, AEC. The event
was graced by the Directors of the lead Institutions of the LIGO-India Project, Shri, K.
Mahapatra, Director, DCSEM, Shri, V. P. Bhanage, Director, RRCAT, Dr. Tapas Ganguli,
Director, IPR, and Prof. Srianand, Director, [IUCAA. Shri Rahul Gupta, (IAS), Collector,
Hingoli and Dr. Nilabh Rohan,SP, Hingoli also graced the event. From M/s L&T the
event was graced by Mr. Anil V. Parab Sr.Executive Vice President (Heavy Engineering
& Manufacturing) L&T, M. V. Ramakrishna Raju,Vice-President L&T Construction and
many senior executives of M/s L&T.



Speaking at the event, Secretary, DAE noted that the Project was a challenging project
in-terms of construction tolerances and the levels of vacuum to be achieved. He noted
that M/s L&T had the capacity and expertise to raise up to this challenge and complete
the activities well within the scheduled time of the contract. He noted that LIGO-India
will be a mega-science project on Indian soil and will motivate the next generation of
students to take up science. He noted that with the LIGO-India Observatory will put
Hingoli on the national and international map as an important science facility. He further
noted that basic science projects such as LIGO-India require pushing the technology to
new limits which then benefit other applications. He congratulated the project team for
this important milestone and wished the best for a successful completion of the project.

After the ground breaking ceremony of the LIGO-project site, the LIGO-Project Site
office was formally inaugurated by Dr. A. K. Mohanty, Secretary, DAE & Chairman,
AEC in presence of the Directors of the lead Institutions of the LIGO-India Project, Shri,
K. Mahapatra, Director, DCSEM, Shri, V. P. Bhanage, Director, RRCAT, Dr. Tapas
Ganguli, Director, IPR, and Prof. Srianand, Director, [UCAA. The event concluded with
planting of samplings by the dignitaries in open courtyard of LIGO-Project Site office.
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